
 

Introduction: The life and ministry of Jeremiah the prophet - Jeremiah 1:5; 20:8 

 
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to 
the nations.” – Jeremiah 1:5 

 
“For whenever I speak, I cry out, I shout, “Violence and destruction!” For the word of the LORD has become for me a 
reproach and derision all day long.” – Jeremiah 20:8 
 
"If I say, 'I will not mention him or speak any more in his name,' there is in my heart as it were a burning fire shut up in 

my bones, and I'm weary with holding it in, and I cannot." - Jeremiah 20:9 

 

The Reasons There are Less Men and Women Entering into Full-time Ministry 
 

1. Self-interest 

 

2. Misguided Parental Push 

 

3. Lack of influence from Christian schools and Churches 

 

 

1. What is the Call? 
 

 Everyone is called into doing ministry 

 

o We are created to do good works 

 
“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in them.” – Ephesians 2:10 

 

o We are commanded to preach the gospel 

 
  “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father   
  and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” – Matthew 28:19 

 

 Some are called into full-time vocational ministry 

 

o The Calling of Jeremiah  

 
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed 
you a prophet to the nations.” – Jeremiah 1:5 
 

o The Calling of Samuel 1 Samuel 3:4-10 

 
 “Then the Lord called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you 
 called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down.6And the Lord called 
 again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, 
 “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the 
 Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And he arose 
 and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the 
 young man. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, 
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 for your servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10And the Lord came and stood, 
 calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant hears.” 

            – 1 Samuel 3:4-10 

 

 Example/Illustration: My Call into full-time ministry 

 

 

2. Discerning the Call 
 

 A. Heart Confirmation (General - Ethereal Call) 

 

o A called man must be a redeemed man 

 
 “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become  children of God, 
 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.”   
            - John 1:12-13 

 
 "Can you identify a time in your life when you received the gospel of Jesus Christ?" 

 

o A called man often has an isatiable desire to, at all costs, serve God and His people 

 
 “And they said to me, “The remnant there in the province who had survived the exile is in great trouble 
 and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire.” 4 As soon as I 
 heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I continued fasting and praying 
 before the God of heaven.” – Nehemiah 1:3-4 
 

 Cannot imagine going into another vocation 

 

 Spurgeon warned those who sought his counsel not to preach if they could help it. "But" 

Spurgeon continued, "If he cannot help it, and he must preach or die, then he is the man." 

 

B. Head Confirmation (Specific - Practical Call) 

 

o A called man sees the need  

 
“And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. 36When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then 
he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38therefore pray earnestly to 
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” – Matthew 9:35-38 

 

 "What issues in your community or throughout the world cause you concern?" 

 

o A called man, generally, feels a burden for a specific ministry  

 
“The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task”  
          – 1 Timothy 3:1 
 

 "What are you passionate about? What are your specific burdens for the church?" 
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 C. Skill Confirmation 

 

o A called man must be qualified in character 

 
“Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a 
lover of money. 4He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children 
submissive, 5for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for 
God’s church? 6He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into 
the condemnation of the devil. 7Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not 
fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.” – 1 Timothy 3:2-7 

 

o A called man must have the gifts to perform ministry - 1 Timothy 3:2-7 (cf Rom. 12:6-8; 1 Cor. 

12:7-10; Eph. 4:11; 1 Peter 4:10-11) 

 

 Does he have a working knowledge of the whole Scripture? 

 

 Can he articulate the gospel story throughout Scripture? 

 

 Can he inspire the ministry for mission? 

 

 Can he organize the ministry to reach its goals? 

 

 

 

 

Application: 

 

*Questions to ask to test and discern the calling 

 

1. Do I strongly desire pastoral ministry or the like? Is the thought of doing something else with my life 

unimaginable? 

  

2. Has God given me specific convictions and thoughts about how I can best serve the church with my life? 

  

3. Do I want to go into ministry in order to make a name for myself, to prove that I am somebody, or to atone 

for past failures? Am I testing my motives for ministry and asking God to refine my desires and thoughts? 

  

4. Do I love people? Do I want to help people? Is my desire to go into ministry mainly about me or mainly 

about helping other people by pointing them toward Christ? 

  

5. Do I enjoy learning and communicating the truth about God to people from Scripture? Am I willing to be 

disciplined in my study habits? 

  

6. Am I able to lead people effectively toward a goal? Are people able to follow me? Am I willing to take some 

hits for decisions that I make? 
 
 
 

* Adapted from Church Planter: The Man, The Message, The Mission by Darrin Patrick 
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